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N 4 have 4 W to the inſtruction and 
1 warning of the LIVING. than to the praiſe of the DEAD. 
The principal parts in ſubſtance L delivered from the pulpit; but 

ot having E accuſtomed to commit my ſermons verbatim to 
writing; and a diſcourſe er theavorld at large requiring 
er degree of — one addreſſed extempore to an 

ent congregati — 7 hag for theſe reaſons, taken the li- 
— to make . — where they ſeemed neceſſary. 
It being an infinite-mercy to be ;eftrained 22 A our af. 
feftions on objects which will, after ev nf — ſuit, only cauſe 
angwſh and ſorrow ;—the deplorable caſe: of: all ho are loſt for 


5 — I have cherefore more immediately aimed, through the aſ- 


fiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to ſet before my readers thoſe ve 
means, by which MOSES was enabled to overcome this world, 
and preſerved from being ruined by the tempting honours of a 
court. This, I apprehend, will be deemed of infinitely greater 
conſequence! to the living, than taking up the reader's time in 
raiſing a fellow-creature, who was cons ly indebted for all to 
— and diſtin ub kee MERCY and GRACE ; but con- 
cerning whom I muſt, however, be permitted to ſa \ that I ſcarce - 
ever {aw an heir of grace, in whom my text was © full accom- 


pliſned. as in the late COUNTESS of HUNTINGDON. 


In order to tread in the ſteps of EMINENT CHRISTIANS, 
2 muſt have the very things ſet before our eyes, which ſo much 
ngaged their HEARTS. All heavenly perſons have the 
2 N for their contemplation, the ſame hopes, and the 

in view. When Moſes was at mount TAB OR, he there 
only found realized to him what he had ſeen by faith 'when in 
EGYPT. On mount Tabor he had no earthly aſſections to diſ- 
compoſe his mind; but he only ſaw, at that period, what had long 
before raiſed his heart above this world; yet how higbly was he 
favoured, to be one of that company, to behold that aſtoniſh- 
* ſight! _ 


eed the GLORIEsS of REDEMPTION can only be ſeen 


in and by the 1 2 of HIM who led Iſrael by the pillar 


and 3 thr and wilderneſs. It is not to be wondered 
at, that men, w j no more knowledge of Chriſt than thoſe 
Jews, of whom our Lord ſaid, that they neither knew the Father 
nor the Son, ſhould treat the great work of redemption with con- 
tempt. It would be well for profeſſors to, be cautious that th 
reſt not contented with a mere notion 8 the divinity of CHRIST, | 
inſtead of a real belief in his perſonal lory and perſections. 
The mere believing a ſyſtem of Doklrines wills not- be ſufficient 


o carry a ſoul above this world; but it is abſolutely needful for 
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4 CROWN, of ETERNAL GLORY 1 to ALL 
5 the RICHES E this WORLD: 


ö The Rev. T. 1 55 
FUNERAL SERMON 


ON 1E Dart or 


LADY HUNTINGDON. 


; * . Chap. xi. Ver. 26. e 
Efteeming the REPROACH CHRIST greater RICHES 
* ..  thanthe ar 0a N I 


1 E fear of reproach has flain its 
thouſands; and many who have not 
been ruined by it, have been ſorely 
SS. wounded and ihjured. &« 'The fear of 
| man bringeth a ſnare.” Chriſtians 
ſhould deal with reproach as Paul 
with the viper, throw it aw ay im- 
mediately, What is the reproach of 
a moment's continuahce, when compared with the, 
eternal Tebukes of a man's own conſcience in hell! 
It is folly in the extreme for any man, in order to 
the eſteem of a fellow mortal, to riſk the frowns 
of Hin who is able not only to kill the body, but to 
caſt both ſoul and body into hell. | 
Moſes would, no doubt, be called ten thou land fools, 
by men who look no further than the ſhort-lived ho- 
nours of this world. T6 leave ſuch an honourable ſitu- 
tion as bud, muſt be in their 8 madneſs indeed ; = 
the 
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| | \ b JV , ; : ; | N 
6 Taz Rev. T. PRIEsTLEV's SERMON + 


| — ——_—Y | 
the approbation of ſome men ought rather to make 2 
man ſuſpect himſelf, than be fond of their eſteem or 
approbation. _ 2 6 VE 
FCuktsr foreſaw his followers would be hated by the 
ungodly ; therefore he wiſely arms them againſt the 
{ſpirit of the world. Many will ſmite with their 
'tongues, who dare not do fo with their hands. The 
 Chriſtian-who would bear reproach with-a right ſpirit, 
muſt keep in mind CuRIs T's words, Matt. v. 11, 12. 
« Blefled are ye when men ſhall revite you, and perſe- 
cute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you, 
falſely, for my ſake: rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven.” Latimer uſed to 
ſay, © Do well, and bear ill, is written upon the gate 
of heaven.” Gov is the liberal rewarder of his ſervants ; 
his eyes cannot be blinded by the moſt odious miſrepre- 
ſentations of our inveterate enemies; and if he, who is 
now Lord of the heavenly world, was ſo much re- 
proached, ſhall we think it hard to be hated by his 
enemies? This choice which: Moſes made (being now 
about 3318, years ago) has a tendency to impreſs our 
hearts with thoſe eternal conſequences which follow 
the choice of mortals; and prove to a demonſtration, 
that to eſteem thoſe things, which we are ſenſible we 
ſhall eſteem for ever, is a mark of the higheſt wiſdom. 
There is a peculiar advantage gained by reading ſome 
antient hiſtories ;. and as all hiſtory muſt yield, in point 
of antiquity, to that found in the ſcripture, this, there- 
fore, above all others, is calculated to give us right 
notions both of time and eternity. In what light muſt 
thoſe perſons view their folly, who find, by awful 
experience, that for a few moments” fanſied pleaſure, 
they have plunged themſelves into eternal miſery! A 
peculiar dignity is ſtamped upon the wiſdom of thoſe. 
men, Who. have refuſed to loſe eternal crowns for the 
uncertain glories of this world. God gave them that 
wiſdom, and therefore would not ſuffer them to be de- 
ceived with the empty ſhadow of honour and glory, 
which this changing-world holds out : at the, ſame time 
it diſcovers the blindneſs and folly of thoſe, who, for 
. the ſake of ſome tranſitory enjoy ment, turn a deaf ira 
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to every thing of an eternal nature, We ſhould think 
that man fooliſh, who would be as thoughtful and con- 

, IB cerned about the ornaments of a room he was only to 

| ſleep in one night, as he would be about one in which 

be was to ſpend all his days. We only lodge one night 

5 in this world, when compared with eternity; and ſhall 

the honours of it, which cannot afford any ſubſtantial 
benefit, prevail with us to neglect that eternal abode in 
which we muſt dwell for ever? Reaſon and common 
ſenſe preach this doctrine: that they are deſerving of 
reproach, whoſe conduct can never be yindicated by 
any kind of arguments. This was evidently the caſe 
with Felix. Many, who had but little opportunity of 
hearing the apoſtle, embraced the word, and obtained. 
eternal life; while the other was carried down the 
ſtream of a preſent evil world. He was coveting Paul's 
money, inſtead of ſeeking for an intereſt in that ſalva- 
tion which would bring him to the enjoyment of ever- 
laſting riches. How infinitely different the ſituations 
of thoſe, who in that day deſpiſed ſo great a ſal- 
vation; and of others who obeyed the goſpel in life, 
and at death were welcomed into the joy of their Lord! 
Few are willing to take this important ſubject into 
conſideration ; but they who experience. this unſpeak- 
able difference, feel, and muſt feel, the infinite confe- 
quence, The goſpel-deſpiſer, who died in his fins | 
above ſeventeen hundred years ago, is now imprefſed | 
| 
| 


6 
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with ſuch an idea of eternity, as he once caſt behind 
his back ; but the ſaved hearer finds and experiences 
his glory ne 40 ſhall never end. | 
Let my readers receive inſtruction, both by the lives ; 
and deaths of the godly and the wicked; and learm IK 
alſo, from the moſt awful ſpectacles which are to be | 
noticed in the world, to think of the miſery of ſuch, 
in a world of woe, who have been thouſands of years 
convinced” of the fatal choice they made whilſt on 
earth. What muſt Judas now think of the price for 
which he ſold ſo glorious a Maſter |! * 

It has been common for carnal men to call the things 
of this world certain, and thoſe beyond the grave un- 
certain; but this is contradicted by experience, ſince 
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| we frequently ſee thoſe things which worldly men are- 
| the moſt captivated with, paſs away as a ſhadow. 
1 Uncertainty may be written, upon every thing under. 
the heavens. Had Moſes been the king of Egypt. 
—— could his crown have ſecured the health of his body, 
or have removed his pains and complaints? Deat 
I ſweeps the whole of ſome men's comforts away, and 
|  _ plunges them into irrecoverable woe. Was not this 
| the caſe with the fool in the goſpel? and did not 
j Cunxisr mention this, to warn worldly men of their 
blindneſs and folly ? Many are cut off without the leaſt 
in: Warning, for a leſſon to others: but Moſes made ſure 
+118 of that eternal good, which no thief can ſteal, nor re- 
bellion difturb ; he built on the rock, not within the 
flogd-mark of death, or on the deceitful fand. Whilſt. 
11S they who reproached him, and gave the preference to 
the things of time, have long ago learnt that in re- 
| Eons of darkneſs, which they were ignorant of on 
carth. A 8 | * 
5 In order to ſhew the folly of thoſe who reproach, 
and the wiſdom of, the people of God, let us. 
. I. Conſider the motives which influenced Moſes. 
| II. Whence it is that the wiſeſt and beſt of mortals 
1. muſt be reproached. _ | EET OR IV 
* WE Make ſome remarks on the wiſdom of this 
world. e ee e ee 7 
1 Deadneſs to the world is one principal evidence of 
- our faith being genuine. 1 Jobs v. 4. © Whatſoever 
is born of Gop, overcometh the world; and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.“ 
- Hiſtory can ſcarcely hold up to our view an inſtance of 
any perſon, who was equal to the late Counteſs of Hun- 
tingdon in this reſpect, eſpecially when her rank in life 
is conſidered, and it is remembered, that. her zeal foy 
God neyer grew lukewarm for more than fifty years, and 
left her not in her dying pains: her faith was alſo 
ſpoken of throughout the world. | 
Moſes in his choice was ſingular on account. of his 
ſituation, It is evident, the Holy Ghoſt mentions his 
choice with as much approbation as Cur1sT ſpoke of 
the choice of Mary; and if the motives, by which Moſes 
| | 2 was 
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was. s influenced, Were of fuſcient weight to induce him 
to prefer reproach to all the hunours of a crown, it 
will prove, that they who reproached him were defec- 
tive in their judgments, and the, proper ſubject of 
reproach themſelves. It would be well if all Chris- 
ſtians would keep this as one af their mottoes: That 
which is highly eſteemed among men, is an abomina- 
tion in the fight of Goo. 

I. Let us te notice of thoſe things, which, through 


the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, directed Moſes in 


his choice. 
Iſt, Moſes hed an extenſive and general know- 


| ledge ; he, being —.— to whom Gop revealed how 
and in what —_— the whole ſyſtem of nature came 
into exiſtence, had, therefore, no doubt, as clear 


ideas of the deſign of Gov in creating ſuch a world, 


as any man could have; and by his knowledge of crea- 


tion he muſt have had high and exalted ideas of the 
Creator; conſequently he ſaw that it muſt be infinite- 


4 more deſireable to be a favourite. of the Creator, 
n to have the whole world in his poſſeſſion ; he had 


alſo a clear underſtanding of the hiſtory of the world, 
and of man in his ek 


ſtate; of his fall; and the 
wonderful plan lai bor the ſalvation of the church. 
Such an extenſive view of things could not but diſ- 
cover to him the folly of thoſe men, who had no ideas 
of any higher happineſs than that which this world 
affords. io likewife underſtood that the worſhip which 
Gop was about to inſtitute, was only typical, and to 
continue no longer than till thoſe types were Wanted in 
their great Antity Pe. 

_ .-2dly, Moſes ſaw, in a ſtriking manner, the co- 
venant of grace, for he ſaw Him that was inviſible.” 
This has not ſo much a reſpect to the remarkable 
viſions Moſes was favoured with, as to the faith by 
which he lived. All thoſe eminent perſons mentioned 
in the eleventh of Hebrews, had the ſame things re- 
vealed to them by the Holy Ghoſt: that faith which is 


. faid to be the ng of things unſeen, did not 


merely take in thoſe things which were to be done for 


our ſalvation, but tbe Doer of them. True believers ſaw 


him, who had engaged to ſave, to be Jehovah the 
3 Father's 
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| Father's Fellow; this gave ſubſtantial value to every 

thing which was to be done. Moſes“ ſeeing this divine 
perſon conduct Iſrael in their march through the ſea 
and through the wilderneſs, would not have given 
him a 1 knowledge of this glorious perſon, had 
he not ſeen by faith, that he had engaged from eternity 

to redeem his people. This being the caſe, he would 
conſider that the covenant Gop made and eſtabliſhed 
with Abraham, was but a figure and type of a covenant 
prior to that, and which was of infinitely greater impor- 
tance. Theſe were the great ſubjects which took place 
in the mind of Moſes, and which made him on 

all the glory of the world as nothing. r 
The momentary glories of Egypt would appear lighter 


than vanity, when compared with things of ſuch eterf- 


nal concern, and with things in which Jehovah himſelf 
had intervowen all his manifeſtative glory, and which 
would eclipſe all the gaudy glitter of a thorny crown. 
Moſes was very ſenſible his reproachers were ignorant 
of this; and few were more clear in this point than 
our departed friend, who never loſt ſight of that dark- 
nefs in which ſhe once lived in her youth; and when 
Gov firſt o her eyes, ſhe had ſufficient proofs of 
the darknefs of thoſe aroynd her. This was one thin 
that made her ſo patient in all that ſhe ſuffered from 
the tongues of all ranks of people, and enabled her to 
bear it with a fortitude and patience almoſt unequalled 
any. | 

The chief thing that ever Gop revealed to men was 

the covenant of grace: the particulars of this covenant 


were diſcloſed to the prophets of different periods. | 


This doctrine the firft worſhippers were taught by the 
very names Gop took to himfelf, which were E 
Elohim, f. e. Jehovah the ſworn ones. The doctrine 
of the Trinity, and of a work given by the Father, 


and fulfilled by him that was the Father's Fellow, was. 


more fully made known in the days of CHRIST, than it 
had been to any of the prophets. >; lp; 27 
Mioſes, having views of this infinite deſign of Jeho- 
vah in man's redemption, looked on the whole creation 
but as a ſcaffold, on which ſomething infinitely glorious 


was 


. 80 


K Aan 


tion; what muſt 
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was to be tranſacted, and therefore could not regard 
any thing in this world as his chief happineſs, know- 
ing that the world itſelf was to be but of a ſhort 
duration, and to exiſt no longer than the intended build. 
ing was finiſhed. This was as evident to Moſes, as 
that the word itſelf was made by Jehovah: for if a wiſe 


man will propoſe ſome end to himſelf, when he is going 
to lay out his money, or exert his ſtrength; he has 


ſome particular end in view: and ſhall an infinitely wiſe 
Jehovah create ſuch a ſyſtem as this, and have no end 
to anſwer. by it? The end muſt of conſequence be 


ſomething far ſuperior to the means which are uſed 


to accompliſh that end; and if the men of this world 
are ſo dazzled and blinded with its deceitful offers, that 
they deſire nothi 


feelings of thoſe men be, who ſee 
through the means to the grand end of all things, and 
behold that which is the aſtoniſhment of angels? Such, 


like Moſes, muſt undoubtedly prefer eternal to temporal 


ww 


things. Moſes ſaw, that, notwithſtanding the wiſdom 
and power of Gop manifeſted in the work of creation 
was great beyond all deſcription, yet thoſe perfections in 


the divine nature, which Gop deſigned principally to 
manifeſt, were not only wiſdom and power, but his in- 
finite love and grace; therefore that light and know- 


ledge of Gop, which was to be made known by the.incar- 
nation and death of CHRIST, was a knowledge of Gop 


far ſuperior, and by which the perfections of the 
divine nature were to be manifeſted in ſuch a manner 
as never could have been done by the creation of mil, 
lions of worlds. Moſes therefore could never content 
himſelf with temporal and fading glories ; but his deſire 
was, to be among that 2 where thoſe things were to 

| o behold God's works of nature, 
is pleaſing and inſtructing ; yet this is but a low enter- 
tainment, when compared with that delight which 
ariſes from ſeeing his glory in the face and perſon of 


£xus CurisT.. 


Moſes conſidered the beholding of this glory to be 
the higheſt end of man, and that which will give the 
Javed infinite pleaſure toall eternity, Having this view 

, . % — | — | - of 


«as S * 


higher than what grows on this crea- 


of things, his pleaſures were as much ſuperior to thoſe of 
the Egyptians, as the pleaſures of Daniel exceeded all the 
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ſhort-lived deluſions of Belſhazzar ; or as the happineſs 
Paul enjoyed, was more ſatisfying than the ſlaviſn life of 
Nero; for Gop, in infinite kindneſs, ſo orders, that 


his own people, even in this world, ſhalt enjoy higher 


and more ſubſtantial 'pleaſures than the children bf the 


wicked one.. . 


If Moſes had only had this world ih his eye, would 


there then be any compariſon between ſpending his 


days among an ignorant and bigotted people, and the 
having an opportunity of converſing with thoſe who 
were eminent in the knowledge of God, and men of 
the ſame ſpirir with himſelf? Perſons who are igno- 


rant like the brutes that periſh, may be the moſt . 


happy with men who are dark like themſelves ; but 


- ſuch were no pleafant companions for Moſes. When 


we look into eternity, we may ſay, If a godly man is 
weary of the wicked in time, how dreadful is the very 
thought of being with ſuch for ever!—this of itſelf 
would be a hell; but to fall ſhort of the glory of Gop, 
and the company of the ſaints, would a loſs no 
angel could deſcribe. Moſes therefore was wiſe in- 
deed to leave the enemies of God, and unite himſelf 
to his people. 2 Farr wh 
- /3dly, Moſes had peculiar knowledge of the eternal 
inheritance. Though Iſrael's deliverance from Egypt, 


and the conqueſt of the land of Canaan, were great 


favours to Iſrael, yet they were but ſmall things when 


compared to thoſe which were in the purpoſe of Gon. 


for that people. Moſes conſidered thoſe who were 


the true Ifracl to be but as children travelling to 


their father's houſe ; and all the things granted them 
by the way, were only helps to them in their journey; 


but that heaven was the place where they ſhould enter 
into the full enjoyment of what Gop had prepared fot 


Though all outward accommodations were ſmall, 


Sy in compariſon of thoſe infinitely greater things which 
Bop had decreed to do for them; yet they confirmed 


Moſes in the immutable purpoſes of Jehovah, concern- 
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ing the bringing his people to the heavenly Canaan, 


and by theſe he ſaw-it- was the fixed purpoſe of Gov to 
make them ſharers of all that glory which muſt be the 
conſequence of their intereſt in a ſalvation deſigned to be 
the higheſt glory of Jehovah, The well-grounded hope 
Moſes had, of being a certain ſharer of a+ heavenly in- 
heritanee, muſt make the crown of Egypt appear to him 
like that of Nero to Paul. Profeſſors, who are greedy 
of the honours of the world, and the riches of it, have 


had no proper ideas of the wonderful plan of ſalvation 


which CuRisr is even now executing. 


The reaſon why the honours and riches of this world 


are often more greedily purſued by ſome profeſſors than 
by worldly men who make no profeſſion, is, that where 
2 man is reformed by the goſpel, but not renewed by 
it, ſuch a perſon cannot ſpend his time as the profli- 
gates do, yet having no real affection to heavenly things, 
his heart muſt cleave to ſome object; the things of this 


world are the only things he can find that ſuit his 


taſte : of conſequence, he will in a little time be more 
bent on the world than they who never heard the goſ- 


pel. This is what CurisT calls, receiving the word 


among thorns. It is by the help of divine revelation, and 


by beholding the exact fulfilment of the prophecies, 


that the foul comes to a full perſuaſion both of the 
greatneſs and certainty of thoſe things which are yet to 
be accompliſhed. 3 


athly, Moſes had in view his honourable office in this | 
world. And what animation muſt it give Moſes, to 


ſee him, who was both to bring Iſrael into the land of 


Canaan, and alſe'*o finiſh the glorious work of ſalvation, 


o along with the tribes in the pillar of cloud and fire! 
ould not this be happy travelling, having Gop ſo 
near? Moſes might therefore well aſk, What people 
ever had Gop ſo near to them? e 

Moſes clearly ſaw the ſtation that he was to be in, 
i. e. the leader of a people over whom Goo preſided 
in ſuch a particular manner, and who were at that 
period the only peculiar people of Gop upon the face 
of the earth. This was an honour far above what any 


et the heathen kings ever had. And Moſes ſaw him- 
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by any created meſſenger from heaven, but by him 
who was in the form of 'Gop, but would, at the ap- 
pointed time, take upon himſelf the form of a ſervant. 
Could Moſes refuſe fuch a poſt, or have a call more 
evidently from Gov ? near forty years he had been a 
courtier, and in that ſtation he had ſome intimation 
that Gop by him would deliver Iſrael; he would not 
have ſlain the Egyptian, if he had not had ſome pecu- 
liar authority from Gop. After he had been a ſhep- 
herd forty years more, the period was arrived for him 
to be called in the moſt extraordinary manner that ever 
man was called: he had long been perſuaded that the 
time would come; for he no doubt as firmly believed 
that Abraham's ſeed were to be brought out of Egypt, 
as he ever believed they were carried thither by the 
peculiar providence of Gop. Could Moſes now refuſe 
to be a deliverer of Gop's people, as their deliverance 
would make him more happy than all the indulgences 
of a court; and to act under Gop in this important 
buſineſs, was, in his eſteem, - preferable to being the 
greateſt king under heaven. KTM WEL: 

«thly, Moſes had ftriking ideas of the incarnation. 
The greateſt thitigs being firmly believed, all the reſt 
follow by an intire connection of one part with another. 
The things which Mofes faw, confirmed his faith in the 
whole buſineſs of man's ſalvation ; and in this 
deſign of God to bring Ifracl out of Egypt. | 

We could not have faith in Gop, without ſome 
kind of revelation ; but when we not only ſee Gop re- 
veal himfelf, but alfo ſee his deſign in ſuch a reve- 


this is particularly encouraging: and what were thoſe 
viſions Moſes ſaw, but to encourage his faith? Thus 
when the Loxp appeared to Moſes in the land of Mi- 
dian, it was to make known his great deſigns, and to 
encourage him, and to convince him that the captivity 
of Ifrael was near its end. 1 4 5 
That which would fubſtantiate all other things in 
the faith of Moſes, was the firm belief he had in the 
incarnation” of him who appeared in the buſh. As it 
54 is 


| —  — Ae. 
ſelf to be called to this honour: by God himſelf; not 


great 


lation, i. e. that we ſhould know and truſt in him; 
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is evident Abraham faw -hriſt's day, we cannot ima- 
gine Moſes could be i t of ſuch an important 
of knowledge. 5 who "lived before the time of 

loſes, makes it ap e foreſaw this important doc- 
trine, Ju xix. 25 Wr. Per know that my 1 e 
liveth, &c. Mos was ſenſible, if ſuch a one would 
ſtoop from his glorious throne, and be inſeparably 
united to a nature infinitely below his own; and not 
only ſo, but redeem loſt men by his blood ; that this 
was a ſufficient proof that every other part of the ſyſtem 
of falvation would be gloriouſly finiſhed ? 

A man that ſees this ſubjedt in the light of the goſ- 
pel, will diſcern more in this truth than 1s commonly 
profeſſors. - Thoſe pledges of this, which 
Abraham and Jacob ſaw, were glorious intimations of 
what would take place in the fulneſs of time; and ir 
appears to me, that many of the old teſtament ſaints 
had their minds more led to this ſubject than ours are, 
which oughtto be conſtantly impreſſed with the greatneſs 
and importance of this truth. With what longin 757 
did believers look forward to the incarnation ! | 
thouſands united in that prayer, Cant. viii. 1. © OR 
that thou wert as my brother, &c. when Simeon ſaw 
with his eyes this moſt wonderful of all the ways of 
:Gop, he cries out, as one overjoyed, © Lord, now 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace,” &c, Lale i. 


What ideas muſt Moſes have, both of the ——— of 
His perſon, to whom the greateſt of all undertakings 
Was intruſted ; and of his love, which would eternally 
ſhine in the manner of fulfilling it! What was Moſes” 
leaving his uncertain honour, to this of ſeeing and 
knowing him who was in the form of Gop, yet took on 
him that of a ſervant ! Moſes ſaw ſuch a ſtep intimated 
ſomething infinite in view. Could Gop give evidence 
to men of any. buſineſs being of greater importance, 
than what appeared in Gop in our nature doing and 
ſuffering ſuch things? And it proved to a demonſtration, 
Arn chis be alone, bu mul and wonderful tranſaction could not 


ut muſt be in ſome particular connection 9 
C 2 | | 


29. 
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all the plan of ders 7 — and if we form an idea of 
the — 5 by this 


„it muſt be glorions indeed. 

It is beholding vine tranſactions which impreſſes 
the heart with both the greatneſs and certainty of re- 
demption ; a work which only could be en 
by him who muſt be both Gop and man. 

. They are ſuch realities as theſe, which make all ey 


things "160k" exceedingly mean in the eyes of real be- 


Hevers—while thoſe w 7 are blind, like Judas have their 


love to the world increafed by their religion; for the 


Word is to thefe à favor of death, and makes them 
more and more dead to God, and alive to the love of 
this world. The more thoſe things are ſtudied, the 
more glorious they appear; and they are as clearly to 
be dite erned, as the bringing of Iſrael out of Egypt. 
Moſes, then, was not leaving a certainty for an uncer- 
tainty; but an uncertain honour, for that which was 
both certain and eternal. 

Thus men who are influenced by things which are 
unſeen and eternal, are neither ſo weak nor irrational 

as the men of this world imagine. — Their objects are 
noble and glorious; their pleaſures are not only eternal, 
but in this world they give that animation and happi- 
neſs which are impoſſible to be equalled by any thing 


in this creation. And when the greatneſs of thoſe things 
ſhall appear in the perſon of the Loxp Jesus, when 


he will come on his white throne, it will then be ſeen, 


that the important end of ſalvation is a ſubject too little 


attended to. Moſt conſider the work of redemption 
more as a work of neceſſity, than that which was prima- 
rily ordained for Gop's eternal glory; I ſay eternal, 
greateſt 
aft, as having no glory in it; but ſo mu greater will 
ethe furprize of ſuch perſons,-both when their eyes 


are opened at death, and when they ſhall, with all 
the ſons and daughters of Adam, bghold the truth of 
theſe words, Mat. xxiv. 30. And then ſhall appear the 
ſign of the Son of man in heaven and then ſhall all the 


tribes of the earth mourn; and they ſhall ſee the Son of 


nun coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
Steat glory. 1 it then to be matter of reproach for 


a * 


lived ſo long before the great 
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a man to leave the empty glories of this world, and 


in with thoſe who he is convinced, are the only 
rſons under the whole heavens who live as rat ionals ⁊ 
hall they be oached as fools, becauſe they refuſe to 
act the molt fooliſh part of all? What conviction muſt. 
then ſtrike worldly men, who always look on Chriſt, 
and all che bleſſings of ſalvation, as a root out of dry 
3 Or when ſuch ſhall arrive in hell, who all their 


life-time made a ſcoff at religion, and always ſpoke of 


ſalvation with the greateſt contempt! Hell muſt be an 
awful ſchool wherein to learn the greatneſs of that wor 


which could not be accompliſhed by any inferior 


rſon than he who was Gop in our nature. 
This great buſineſs of man's ſalvation being the chief 


of all the ways of Jehovah; makes it evident that crea- 


tion was only brought into exiſtence to be ſubſervient to 


redemption; and proves, that they only ſee it in a proper 


light, — like oſes, can eſteem the reproach of Chriſt 
greater riches than all the treaſures of the earth. =» 

: Moſes, no doubt, had more light into this ſubject than 
moſt, on account of the viſions he ſaw, and by the fa. 


miliarity which Gop indulged him with. Men may 
with as much propriety reproach Chriſt himſelf for 


looking on all the honors and riches of the world as 
not worthy his attention; as his followers, fer Glover 
ing ſomething of the ſame ſpirit. _ 

6thiy, Moſes being the man to whom Gop himſelf re- 


vealed the particulars of the typical worſhip, muſt have had 


peculiar views of the death and ſacrifice of this glorious 

rſon. It may ſeem ſtrange to ſome, that they, who 
s of ſalvation were 
accompliſhed, ſhould, through the faith of it, trample 
on all the temptations that carried others away as ſtraws 
down the ſtream. Thus we read of ſome who ©« wan 


dered about in ſheep-ſkins and goat-ſkins; being def- 
titute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not 


worthy, &c. Heb. xi. 37, 38. 

This would not appear ſo 2 range, if we conſidered 
chat they were taught by the fame ſpirit that now _ 
teaches the wed * wirhout his nh all are hk 
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| What Moſes ſaw on Mount Tabor, at Cymsr's tranſ- 
| Gguration, he had ſeen by faith when he was upon the 
earth; and then he Jaw Cnkisr in earneſt about that 
| at work the Father had given him to do. The chief 
which engaged the minds of that illuſtrious 
5 company, was the ſufferings CnhRISsT was about to ac- 
compliſh at Jeruſalem; they were not talking about 
kingdoms and worldly honours, but about things of 
infinitely greater importance. Moſes. did not now 
repent the choice he made when on earth; he ſaw all the 
reproach he ſuffered was nothing, to that which Cuz isr 
as about to ſuffer for his people. The ideas — 
now had of the infinite glories of his perſon, and of 
the love that fo evidently appeared in his engaging in 
Juch an undertaking, muſt fill his mind with the moſt 
pleaſing ideas of being with him eternally. I have the 
utmaſt averſion to the idea of man's meriting any thing 
from Go; but of this I am perſuaded, that they who 
| voluntarily underwent the greateſt ſufferings for — ſake 
of CurtsT, will eternally rejoice they were ever called 
thus to teſtify their love to him. 0 
Moſes could nat be ſaid to ſee him that was invi- 
fible, if he had been ignorant of the principal things to 
de done by him; for we may be ſaid not to know 
perſons, when we are ignorant of the chief things which 
Aiſtinguiſh them from others. Moſes was perſuaded 
chat the incarnation and ſufferings of CnRISH were thoſe 
very things which wauld fill the redeemed with wonder 
To all eternity. 
When: Moſes was indulged with fochenttobifhing "I 


miliarity with Gop, who calls it a ſpeaking with him face 


to face, he then firmly believed that this infinitely glo- 


rious Jehovah ſaw himſelf held forth in all the ſacri- 
fies. Fhis maſt fill the mind of Moſes, at times, 


with ſuch thoughts as could not be deſcribed by lan- 


Aiguage: how — he lock forward towards that folemn 


Period — when the great Antitype himſelf. ſhould be of- 
_ tered! Every ſacrifice he ſaw was mo doubt followed b y 


an impreſſion on his heart of the deſign of God in the 

intments: his thoughts muſt therefore "repeatedly 

PT EEE to fix on the ſame lubjevk, and his mind 
enlarge 
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enlarge more d and mort by the contemplation and know 
ledge of this wonderful myſtery. - - 

This view of things could not but engage Moſes to 
pry into the meaning of all the different parts of this 
worſhip, and in a great meaſure realize the whole of it 
to his on ſoul; even as the conſideration of this amaz- 
ing work enlivens all the inhabitants of heaven itſelf. 
Moſes had a more noble ſubject on which to employ his 
thoughts than the kingdom of Egypt, with all its 
wonders of nature and art, could afford. To ſee the in- 
finite love, which could not poſſibly be manifeſted but 

in. ſuch great ſufferings, ſhine conſpicuouſly through 
the whole, muft make the believer delight to meditate 
on this ſubject, and at times long to ſee eye to eye, and 
to know even as he was known. | 

Moſes would have been very incipeble of 
fuch inſtructions from God to the people, 3 
felf been ignorant of their meaning. It is impoſſible 
for us to ſee fully what pleaſure he muſt have had 
in hearing, from the mouth of God, all thoſe 
rities about the ancient mode of worſhip, while he ad- 
mired every part of it. What he found ſuch great de- 
light in, was not only the hearing and receiving all theſe 
inſtructions from Go himſelf, but the beholding wart 
infinitely ſuperior bleſfings were conveyed by the Anti- 
type to all thoſe inſtitutions which ſeemed but as mere 
ſhadows; or, indeed, Moſes ſaw that it was impoſlible 
for any thing in the whole creation to be a type of the 
leaſt value, when compared with this wonderful Antitype. 

The mind of Moſes would no doubt be enlightened ta 
take in the chief things in the ſyſtem of religion; and the 
more he ſaw into the nature of that worſhip, he would 
i- better ſee the different parts to be as links in the ſame 

„chain; the mind cannot lay hold on one link, but feels 
Its connection with the other; and the more he under. 
ſtood, the more he would be convinced that the ſacri- 
fice of Cun187 was the grandeur of the whole. Tell an 
old mariner of a ſhip that carries ſo many tons burden, 
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he hulk, and of the maſts and fails, &c. | 
While Moſes was contemplating the glory of this a-. 
crifice, 


and he has immediately in his imagination the fire of 528 
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crifice, /it Jed his mind to Him wha thus offered up his 
only Son. Nor can you think of Iſaac's being laid on 
the altar, without turning your thoughts on Abraham, 


and on that aſtoniſhing love and faith he manifeſted 


at that particular time, when offering him up. Moſes 


had not only his eye upon the gift, but he adored the 


bountiful giver. The goſpel will appear glorious in- 
deed, when the believer ſees the gift of the Father, with 
the engagement and ſacrifice of the Son, as revealed in 
the ſcripture. As the gift helps to realize the giver; 
ſo the crucifixion of 'CuxIsT conveys a noble idea of 
the end and deſign Gop had in fuch a facxifice; and the 
thing itſelf ſtrongly implies, that the defign muſt be 
great beyond conception. Hereby alſo the believer is 


confirmed in the all-ſufficiency. and eternal efficacy of 
this glorious ſacrifice; for what can give it ſuch a ſo- 


lemn ſanction; as the higheſt approbation of him to 


whom he offered himſelf? The higheſt part of the glory 


of this wonderful facrifice conſiſts not only in its ſuffi- 
eieney to redeem; but in the eternal revenue of praiſe 
that will-redound to Him who ſpared not his dearly be- 
loved Son on the croſs. His — pleaſed with 
this invaluable offering, will recommend it in the moſt 
effectual manner to all the lovers of this ſalvation. 
Would chriftians not fo much content themſelves with a 


| feanty knowledge of theſe things, but be as intent in dig- 


ging into theſe'1nvaluable mines as they would were they 
mines of gold, they would be rich indeed. The more any 
man drinks into this ſubject, and apprehends the Father 
delighting in this, i. e. that the plan of redemption is 


executed in a way infinitely honourable to himſelf, and 


in ſuch a manner as makes known the glory of his perſon 


who is his beloved Son; the more ſuch a man will feel a 


joy in God, as having received the atonement ; and will 
be daily more convinced that Gop intended his peo- 
ple this pleaſure, i. e. to look on Gop in this point of 


view. It was this that animated David in his worſhip, 
Pſalm xxvii. 8: That I may-dwell in the houſe of the 


Log, to behold the beauty of the Loxp,”” &c. It is in the 


Hebrew, the delights. of the Loxp, i. e. that in whic 
Sop takes invariable and eternal pleaſurme. 


Thus 
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Thus iti is evident to 2 demonſtration, that t. The proſpect 0 


of the thing itſelf was not only pleaſing to all the Old 


Teſtamemnt ſaints, but to the Father, to whom it even 
now gives infinite ſatisfaction. If this had not been the 


caſe, the preſent ſtation of Cunisr had neither been 
honourable 80 his Father, nor ſatis factory to hinaſelf. 
That which conſtitutes: the happineſs of the world 


above is, that the buſineſs of ſalvation is the higheſt 
- of divine g glory, and the immutable de- 
f 


light of Jehovah himſelf. the doctrine of the croſs 
was a ftale ſubject in the upper world, what would 
heaven be to the Lorp Jesvs CMRTST himſelf! It is a 
t ſatisfaction to the believer, that CRRISTH will eter- 
nally glory in his ſalvation. Moſes felt a pleaſure in 
the proſpect of being redeemed ſo completely, as that the 
Redeemer himſelf ſhould be glorified thereby. This was 


more to him than all the manna that fell in the wil 


derneſs, or the water that ran from the flinty rock. This 
made Paul even glory in his infirmities, that CHRIST 
might have all the glory of helping and delivering him. 
That ſpirit which glories in nothing ſo much as in the 
croſs of py 67! and med eat ſalvation effected there- 
by, muſt be hi le to our Logp Jesus. Not 
to make this aber ject — chief ſtudy, is to ſlight the 
ie love that Gov could beſtow, or man receive. 

Is it any wonder that Moſes therefore did not glory 


in being called the ſon of Pharoah's daughter, but in 


that very thing in which he now glories; and this he 
knew to be highly pleaſing to Chriſt, who went with him 
in the pillar of cloud and fire. By this means Moſes 
lived near God, who went along with him; and * 
this knowledge of his divine protector and leader, 

the reaſon why he could not be content when Jehovah 
ſpoke of ſending an angel with him. What could the moſt 
exalted creature do for him? The Holy Ghoſt wrought 
the ſame frame in Paul, as he did in 1 
appears by his ſaying, Gov forbid that ould glory 
2 2 che croſs of Pur That Cuxisr had died 
for him, was more to Paul than all the world beſides; 
Moſes alſo felt greater pleaſure in reflecting that ſuch 


an aſtoniſhing Saviour died for him, than the being poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the 


kingdom of Egypt could have afforded 
ton pe = 
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him. The Hebrew. word for glory ſignifies weight. 
Paul ſpeaks of an eternal weight of glory: put all the 
riches and honours the whole world can produce, there 
is ſomething in this ſubject that outweighs them all; they 
are lighter than vanity, when put into a proper ſcale, 
and laid in the balance together. This ſubject is a pearl 
which nature never produced: It is a tree of life bearing 
fruit to all eternity, ſuch as Adam never ſaw in paradiſe. 
Men may talk of living by faith; but to feel the power 
of 1t elevating the heart and affections to things above, 
proves it to be of God. Had many profeſſors been in 
the fituation of Moſes, the honour of.a court and the 
riches of a powerful kingdom would have been heavier 
in the ſcale, than all the revealed glories of Jehovah. 
The way for any who wiſh to know ſomething of 
Moſes' frame is, to have their minds much upon the very 


things which engaged his thoughts. It is only that 


faith which works by love that enables the believer to 
overcome the world; and the method the Chriſtian 
ſhould purſue is, to behold theſe things in the glaſs of 
the word: this is called by Paul looking to Jesus. 
: Moſes, by his faith, laid firm hold on the greateſt of 
things, and was fully perſuaded that there was nothing in 
heaven. or earth, ſuperior to theſe; and, indeed, what 
can rational creatures wiſh for more, than to ſhare 
- eternally in the higheſt things which an infinite Je- 
hovah has, even in heaven itſelf, to make them happy 
for ever! . : "RY 
From what has been already advanced it will appear, 
that Moſes had ſomething more than words, wherewith 
to encourage his faith: he ſaw what gave him ſufficient 


Frown to conclude that Gop's great deſign was to make 


nown the riches of his grace on the veſſels of mercy. 
his was an argument to him of the greatneſs of that 
5 Pits which the ſaints were called to enjoy for ever. 

He allo was determined in his choice from the very 
ſame.motives that made David prefer one day ſpent in the 
Lord's houſe, to a thouſand ſpent in any other place. 
op gave him a pleaſure there, which the world knew 
nothing of. He found by experience, that to hold fel- 
lo wmp and communion with Gop in this world, was 
F 2 s 2 1 | ; A hap- 
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: happineſs abundantly preferable to all the honours of 
a court, or even to the ſplendors of a crown; as Dr. 
Watts beaurifully expreſſes tit: 


« One day amidſt the place 

Where my dear Gop has been, 

Is ſweeter than ten 3 days 
« Of pleaſurable ſin.” 


It was once faid by a great man, that one hour's 
communion with Gob_ was worth more than the whole 
creation. Moſes had many of theſe hours, and found 
that one hour ſpent in the courts of his Gop, with ſuch 
ſoul-raviſhing profpects before him as were ſhadowed 

c forth in the ordinances, was far ſweeter than many thou- 
; ſand days waſted in the pleaſures of ſenſe and fin. Gop's 
7 BB ſmiles will enable the perſecuted believer to endure 
reproaches with patience and ſubmiſſion. It was this 
very thing, namely, an aſſurance of the divine favour, 

that enabled our departed friend even to ſing the praiſes 
ot of her Redeemer amidſt all the pains, / difficulties, and 
trials ſhe endured, 


f Moſes, no doubt, had an eye to that glorious company 
1 of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. This has been 


an encouraging motive to all pious travellers ſince his 
time. There are few, who have been of any ſtanding 
4 in the Church, but have parted with ſome of their dear 
* friends, whoſe company they hoped to enjoy for ever. 
This is a peculiar ſupport in long afflctions, and helps 
„the affectionate Chriftian to part, at death, with thoſe 
i who are as dear to him as his own ſoul. Thoſe dreaming 
rofeſſors who hold that the ſoul ſleeps with the body, 
as = — never awakened from the dreadful ſleep of ſpiritual -. 
5 death themſelves. Paul longed to be abſent from the 
body, that he might be preſent with the Loxp. He 


had a greater Er of divine revelation, than E 
J think of ſuch kind of ſleeping 


it . 


Add to all thofe bright oy. which hen Moſes 
2 in his choice, that the glories he had in expectation were 
[ eternal, and not like flowers of this lower world, no 


- ſooner blown than blaſted. Moſt people, when they ar- 
rive at the zenith of their lory, are alarmed with the 


0 2 ſudden 
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fudden approaches of age; reaſon and Zion eanggt 
be always baniſhed from the mind. Moſes ſaw the 
folly, of "hoſe, who ventured on the ſea of this world 
without either ballaſt or anchor: he ſaw their diſtreſs 
inevitable ; but, like the mariner, after a long voyage, 
he looks towards his home with pecuhar ſatis faction 
and delight. 
I have been the longer on this part, becauſe it is more 
eaſy to ſee why chriſtians are reproached, and wherein 
the wiſdom of the chriſtian, 6 tolly of the world 
appears, than to diſcern the noble and ſablime motives 
which, through the divine bleſſing, enable a believer to 
8 over the world, with all its allurements and 


8 II. Why chriſtians, how wiſely ſoever they conduct 
themſelves, may expect being reproached. 
1. He that Knew what was in man thought proper to 
' forewarn his diſciples of this treatment, which is ſuffici- 
_ ently proved by his having ſaid, “ Marvel not if the world 
hate you.” Notwithſtanding the education ſome have 
| AIDED or the difference there may be in their diſpoſi- 
tions, yet the enmity of human nature will never be re- 
mioved by any thing ſhort of ſaving grace. This ſpirir 
| 1 itſelf in Cain, who, being of that wicked 
one, flew his brother. 

If divine grace make its appearance in a family where 
all have formerly been carnal and unconverted, this ſpirit 
will diſcover itſelf in a variety of ways, ſo as ſometimes 

to contrive means to divert thoſe who are ſeriouſly in- 
-clined from the ways of religion; and, at others, attempts 
are made to intimidate them: but it moſt frequently 

vents itſelf in a moſt irrational and wicked manner; 
ſo as to demonſtrate, that © he who is born after the fleſh 
will perſecute him that is born after the ſpirit.” 

2- The: doctrines held and maintained by chriſtians 


are generally hated by the wicked; and more particu- 
tarly that which is common to all of them; namely, 
their inſiſting on the declaration of our Lord, If a man 
be not born again, he can never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. This truth galls the profane = more than 
allly de healed; the unregenerate 

cannot 
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cannot bear it, and look with hatred on thoſe who pro- . 


ſeſs to believe ut. 1 n 
3. The conduct of lively chriſtians muſt of conſe- 
uence give offence. CHRIST gives this ſufficient reaſon, 
why the world hated him, I teſtify of it, that the 
works thereof are evil. Peter alfo, ſhews the great dif- 
ference there is between worldlings and believers, by 
obſerving, that the former * think it ſtrange that ye run 
not with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, {ſpeaking evil 
of you,” ch. iv. 4. A cowardly; conformity to the 
world may often preſerve a profeſſor from reproach ; 


but that peace with men is dearly bought, when. the 


conſequence of ſuch a conduct is attended with incurring 


the frowns of Gop, followed by the rebukes of a man's. 


own conſcience. | | 
Perſons in high rank, who are ignorant of religion, have 


commonly the greateſt antipathy againſt pious chriſ- 
tians; they look down with the utmoſt contempt on 


8 who live near to Gop, and with much the fame 


Ipirit that Jezebel looked on Elijah, or as Ahab did on 
 Micaiah the prophet. | 


When an individual in a family of noble rank is made 


a monument of.mercy, it may be expected that ſuch a - 


perſon will meet with an extraordinary degree of perſe- 


cCution. I have heard our departed friend ſay There 
was never known to be one perſon of the family beſides 
herſelf, and a couſin, who had the appearance of the fear 


of God; ſo that they who were the neareſt allied to her, 
had tae greateſt averſion to her religion. | 


III. I ſhall now make ſome remarks on the wiſdom of 


this world, and conſider that ambition, and a deſire of 


honour from men, are the main cauſes why ſo many are 


oppreſſed, till the cries of inferiors, ſooner or later, 
bring down vengeance on their oppreſſors. 
3 t is honour ? One rightly WK. it a magnum nihil, 


ſon roſe to the dignity of emperor, he would murder 
her. © Let him kill me (replied ſhe) if he does but be- 


come an emperor.” Thus her ambitious views ſtifled 
every ſerious reflection. And may it not truly be ſaid, 
ie PI 3% ths * 
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at the death of many, that they have all their life-time 
been purſuing a vain ſhadow, or ſomething that may be 
compared to a-meteor in the air! for what has all this 
ſtruggle been for, but a mere vapour; an imaginary 
good—a real evil? HW 27 hays „ 
Many there are, who, in order to raiſe their offspring 
to high rank, though they themſelves cannot with de- 
cency enjoy the common things of life, are continually 
graſping and pinching for an heir, who, as Solomon 
_ wiſely remarks, he knoweth not whether he ſhall be a 
wife man or a fool :—fuch perſons are not only acting a 
fooliſh part themfelves, but do all in their power, by an 
improper education and example, to make their heirs 
fools alſo. It is very evident, that the more ſuch de- 
luded perſons get, the nearer they reſemble a man in a 
dropſy, who, that he may gratify his appetite, is always 
taking liquids, whereby he ſwells to a greater bulk, (the 
larger the more incurable) and at length renders his 
diſorder incurable. | | | 
And ſhall they be called wiſe, who purſue worldly 
glory? A Roman conſul dying in the morning, a per- 
fon was ſo deſirous of that honourable office, that he 
requeſted to be made a conſul only for the remaining 
part of the day. A true emblem of the ſhort-lived ex- 
iſtence of all ſublunary honours! Many are feized with 
the diſorder of Haman ; the higher they climb, the lower 
they fall, till, like Nebuchadnezzar, they are brought 
down to a level with the beaſt. Fe. SAT, OR 
Let us next take notice of thoſe who are drovned in 
the purſuit of pleaſures, ſome of which are fooliſhly call- 
ed innocent; ſuch as cards, vain clubs, plays, and ſuch 
like; but will that man think himſelf wiſe, at the end 
of life, who has ſown to the fleſh, and ſpent the chief of 
his time and opportunities in vanity? Bur multitudes run 
' to ſuch extremes in this road, that they are ſoon brought 
to poverty, and bitter reflection, on their folly ;- and 
may be compared to the man that drank himfelf out of 
pocket, out of credit, and out of ſenſes; till, as it fre- 
quently happens, their old comrades, who have had a 
little more prudence than themſelves, ſhun them as a 
man flees from a falling houſe : they cannot endure to 
ke thoſe in want whom they have been helping to ruin. 
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How many of theſe, like Eli's ſons, fall evidently under 
the frowns of Gop, and fink ſuddenly into perdition! - 
Let us juſt take notice of thoſe, who in a particular 
manper aim at nothing more than heaping up gold,. 
and are, while they live, thinking what honour they 
ſhall have at death, by its being reported they died 
worth ſo many thouſands. This is frequently the diſ- 
Poſition of perſons who have no heirs to inherit their 
wealth ; ſuch arc generally moſt avaricious; and their 
thirſt after riches will, like that of Crœſus, prevail more 
and more to the laſt day of their lives, 48 
Whatever reproaches the wicked may caſt upon reli- 
gion, and its Love, it may be ſaid of thoſe who 
really are what they profeſs, that “ wiſdom is juſtified 
of all her children.“ Theſe are the wiſe traders who 
make the beſt market ; the wiſeſt runners, who are ſure 
to win the prize; the richeſt ſouls, who carry their well- 
otten good beyond the grave. Theſe make beſt ſeamen, 

ing prepared for all the ſtorms of life, and to whom 
death will be no ſhipwreck ; and at-the great day, when 


the judge of wiſdom and folly ſhall appear on his great 


white throne, he ſhall wipe off all their reproaches with 
one approving look; but make all who have lived to fin 
and ſelf, and left the world at death like fooliſh virgins, 
feel, beyond expreſſion feel, their ſhame and folly for 
ver. | 
To you, whoſe fituations in life expoſe you to re- 
2 I will ſay, Keep in mind your great Maſter, let 
is words and conduct be particularly noticed by you. 
Live as if you heard him ſpeak, and ſaw him amidſt the 
reproaches of his moſt inveterate enemies ; and remem- 
ber, that to do well, and ſuffer for it, is highly accepta- 
ble to Gov. Think it an honour to bear reproach for 
eſpouſing a cauſe in, which ſo many have nobly died. 
Conſider, Gop has not given you into the hands of 
your adverſaries, as formerly: ye have not yet reſiſted 
unto blood. Though their tongues are at liberty, their 
hands are bound; you have more to fear froin their ſmiles 
than from their frowns. Think how many have endured 
cruel mockings and ſcourgings. You have the honour 
of following a company of illuſtrious perſons, If thoſe 
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in Paul's time had a cloud of witneſſes, we have alfo 
| clouds of thefe. Beware of falling into the common 
1 fin of this day, that is, of being like the world, becauſe 
you are unwilling to follow your great Maſter. The 
that are aſhamed of him, of ſuch will he be aſh 4 
| when he comes to judge the world in righteoufnefs. 
| - Be frequent in ſelf-examination. Look at the example 
of Moſes. Are you followers of them, who through 
faith and patience are now inheriting the. promiſes ? 
Ho are your hearts difpoſed? Do you feel a real value 
for heavenly things? Are you dying to this world; and 
on what are your eyes fixed? Do the things which ani- 
nated Moſes engage your attention? Can you pry into 
theſe ſubjects with real delight? Is not the Iiving Gop 
witneſs, whether your hearts are bent on the very ſubjects 
which are his own delights? You cannot treat the great 
fubjects of redemption with neglect, without flighting 
their great author. In vain do profeſſors talk of loving 
Gov, and 3 in him, when the things of Gop are 
ſeldom in their thoughts. The old proverb is true, 
Thoughts ſmell of the heart.“ That which a man 
takes pleaſure in, he will think about. ! To be carnally 
minded is death in life, and eternal death at the end of 
it.“ How can a man be ſaid to love Caurrsr, and never 
find himfelf delighted with thofe things concerning 
him, which even the ſaved in glory contemplate with 
wonder? Many make a great noiſe about religion, who 
never ſpend ten hours in ſo many months privately, in 
meditating on the love of Him who engaged to accom- 
pliſh ſo great a work as Redemption; who, though in the 
form of Goo, voluntarily took on him the form of a ſer- 
"vant; who in this lower world endured ſuch a ſeries of 
reproaches, and ſo gloriouſly finiſhed his work on Mount 
Calvary, and has been now more than feventeen hun- 
dred years carrying his ſuffering ones as lambs in his 
boſom. If the world can give a man more pleaſure than 
- Theſe ſubjects, he is of the world; his religion is vain, he 
is only deceiving his own ſoul. That fpirit which many 
Have for the world, and their being much more in their 
element in the world than in the cloſet, proves their re- 
ligion is only the effect of natutal conſcience; it is force, 
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| hot choice. A little 3 117 ſubject: 
matter of nada of ſuch. onl 
ith themſelves; and $5; living 

fo e ? When I have a leiſure — <4 my buſineſs, 
does my heart run after? For reſt and happineſs. 
enz whether in the cloſet or family, if there is 
not a real defire- to live above the love of this world, 
2 a ftri after ſuch a frame, is but looking one wax 
and rowing another, like the watermen. Many a pro- 
eſſor, ee he N the 22 follies of the day, 


leſſes himſ d yet is as far from Gon as any. Pray- 
1 without gk g 
Ve 
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ing will make awful work in the iſſue. 
ry profeſſor ſhould be examining, whether the ho- 
nour that that comes from men, or that which comes from 
'Gop only, is moſt in his eyes. Fiſhes cannot drink more 
freel cely, * — rofeſſors drink into the ſpirit of the 
Which is 4 very oppoſite to that affectionate, 
bum le, and dove-like Poſe Look be found in the 


real lovers of Cagisr.. are unfit to 
bear — who cannot be happy if they are not 
and honoured. Man will peak highly. of re- 


ligion; who are but like a fair-looking tree, full of leaves: 
— Pony is the fruit of ſuch who are as fond of worldly 
glory, as any worldly perſons are? Many profeſſors are 
even by perſon of no profeſſion : they decorate 
their bodies, and adorn their houſes with a much higher 
guſt, and their hearts are more bent on theſe things, than 
\thaſe of carnal perſons are. Does the ſame ſpirit that was 
in 2 appear in ſuch? Have theſe their beſt treaſure 
yen, and are their hearts there? Are theſe like 
Ne Can the thoughts of ſuch run upon Cun ists 
cauſe and nd. glory, whe are ſo fond of their own honour, 
and ſo deſirous highly of in the world? 
* How can theſe 1 be Mew Who receive honour one of ano- 
ther, and ſeek not that honour which cometh from Goo 
only?“ Can theſe havebowels for Caxr3r's afflicted ones, £ I 
& 5 — think nothing too good, or coſtly, to laviſh on any -: * 
e their pride, and makes their 'neigh- 
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ve the more able to help the needy,” and affict in carryin 18 
on the cauſe of her glorious Maſter!" She thought it the 
"hight honour a (creature could 2k have, to be 
an Tuſefol inſtrument in her Maſter's eauſe; and would 
not be diverted from this purſuit one moment, either 
by che flatteries or frowng, of the great. e are 
few indeed of whom it might be ſo juſtiy Mid. the kept 
herſelf * unſpotted from the world. It is for 
to ſay, that they who would fo much as at to co 

mend her in this reſpect, will ſoon find fel ves at a 
-lof&*for words ;z—for'more than words commended her 

conduct. Through Him that loved her, ſhe 25 and 
diecke a r co hp over this preſent evil world. 

1 n 0p was not aſhamed of thoſe who, 
eren in the midſt of all worldly enjoy ments, had their 
affections on things above; but he will moſt certainly be 
aſtiamed of ſome worldly profeſſors , who, notwith ing 
Citxisr's words, imagine © theyean ſerve both God, un 
Mammon; and have found a way to poſſeſs the friend- 
tip l of the world;'and to eſcape the character deſcribed 

in that terrible ſeripture, James . 4. "Whofpever will 
delia friend of the world, is the enemy of Gop.“ 
(--Twiſty profeſſors ar large were aware of the — an 

-unchriftian ſpirit of this period? in which we live; and how 
many Deiſts are hardened intheirawfulſentiments, by ob- 

ſerving that many proſeſſors more eagerly purſue the world 
than other men. How will they ſhine eternally, who fol- 
lowed the ſteps of Moſes! There is a noble y of 

worthies, afembled together in the Upper world * take 
courage, therefore, you who are you will ſgon 
be out of the reach of miſtaken mortals. Think how our 
departed friend will ſoon come in the clouds with her 
Lord, and ſee this world once more, which ſhe ſo 
long overcame by her faith.— Will ſhe then wiſh to have 
her portion below? What would the whole world be to 
her, or to any of the heirs of glory? Chriſtians, be care- 
ful not only to commend her conduct with your tongues; 
but ſeek for grace to be enabled to live on thoſe very 


' ſubjects that were the life of her ſoul. Pray that the 


* 2 Spirit may help you to go through this world as 
ſceing him who is invidble; and that you may run with 
ccd 1 in nn be aſſured your Lord is watching 
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your very hearts, aid he Knows whether himſelf ot Ut 
there. Study to one 
his approbation. —Remember that, for the Joy th 
«was fet-before Him, Cunts endured the orb 


"Af 
deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now. ſet down at "the: rig 


hand of Gop; and all who are of this ſpirit ſhall c. 
with him in the clouds, hen he ſhall appear the ſecond 
time in all His glory: then ſhall CuRTsT 1 
p nelly, Stele; all che ſplxem and envy 
oaghers; Cüaihrs tongue andinog theirs, e 
RE the aſſembled world, What his followers are: 
Moſes, of whom I have been ſpeaking, will then feel my 


text ; and, with the; ſaints e, to all eter- 
7d whic hn prefera- 


nity, what hoſe 
ble to all the treaſures of 
oh dite a8 
yeara our 


Fexhort. my /redders f 95 aſide" 
lang; what'is x wy What were the —.— 

departed friend lived on this earth; cduld ſhe have en- 
groſſed the honours: and pleaſures of the whole'world, 
if, at death, ſne had been plunged | into neyer-ending 
torment? How unwilling are many profeſſors go loo 
at theſe things through the light of-divine-revelatran? but 


ſhutting our eyes wil make no variation in the everlaſts 
ing importance of theſe things. "Thoſe who refuſe to 


look now will '{o0n;*and to all eteryity, be beholding 


their dreadful folly and. neglect. My Headers, be not de 
ceived; the hour; the- im t period haſtens on 

when it will be awfully true, that Chriſf will ſay ta choſe 
who did not take up, their. croſs and follow him, De- 
part from me, I never knew you.“ Happy indeed are 
ſuch v ho ſee that infinite worth in the glories of reli- 
gion, that they can lock on all the pageantry of this 
world as an empty bübble, a vain ſnowtheſe may, 
like Moſes, undreſs and die with compoſure; or like 


our departed female friend, leave the world with a 2 
ing countenance. OI 
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